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ENGLISH COURSE BASED ON THE
FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS OF A
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THE EFFECTS OF SUPERLEARNING ON
RETENTION/HYPERMNESIA OF RARE ENGLISH WORD3S IN
COLLEGE STUDENTS OrderNo. DA85 17849

Awmerson, Ly Dez, Pu.D. University cf Wyoming, 1985 S7pp.
The purpose of thiaMymtq demmme it the Superiearning

control group or to one of four treatment groups. AR groups received
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choosing. They were tested for retention after one, two, and four
wesks. One treatment group. also comprised of two class sections,
was tesied one, two. and four weeks stier trestment. Each of the other
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Al INTEGRATED BASIC MARITIME ENGLISH COURSE
SASED ON THE FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS OF A
DETAILED TEXT-ANALYSIS OF A CORPUS OF MARITIME
ENGLISH WRITTEN DISCOURSE OrderNo. DA8BZ08162

AnTOMIOUS, RaaraT Sankis, Pu.D. University of South Carolina, 1984.
473pp. Major Professor: Michael Montgomery

On the basis of the findings and linguistic implications ~f a Jetailed
multi-focal text-analysis of a representative corpus of Mari. .ne
English (ME) written discourse, an integrated basic ME lenguage
course is proposed to address both the special language needs of
tertiary-level students seeking a career in the maritime industry and
the commwnicative-conceptua' language features required for
communication in the industry itself.

The course claims to restore the lacking balance of catering to
both the language and its functional use in the present custom-built
programs for tsaching ME. Thus, the aporoach adopted in the
proposed course is based upon a model of language in which
“content” is functionally related to "structurs.” Course material
based on this approach does not define the language content to be
taught in purety lexical, grammatica! or syntactic termes, but in terms
of the concepts and functions which these linguistic devices sre
meant 10 express or indicate.

Taking into consideration other modeis of linguistic analysis which
have been previously applied and which have not provided--so far--
ueelu! generalizations to special-subject languages’ sytiabus
designers, material writers and teachers, the present study adopts an
sclectie model of text-analysis which can cope setisfaciorily with the
distinguishable range of iexical, morphological, syntactic, rhetorical
ond concepiual style markers of ME written discourse. Such a model
while typifying the formal inguistic festures of the special lenguage
mwm-muum
events underpinning the formal linguistic features of ME writien

TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE AND ENGLISH TEACHING: A
DELPHI STUDY OF AMEZRICAN, BRITISH, AND CANADIAN
ENGLISK EDUCATORS' VIEWS OF THE FUTURE OF
SECONDARY ENGLISH TEACHING OrderNo. DABS516175

Banesn, Bersy Sue, Pu.D. The University of Connecticut, 198S.
341pp. Majcr Adviser: Ronald T. LaConte

As rapidly expanding technology aters the ways in which people
communicate, English educators face the increasingly insistent
quaestion of how to keep the teaching of secondsry English responsive
10 thess changes. While commentary from social critics, scientists,
and fulurists abounds, thers has been no consensus among expert
English educators. The availability of such a consensus would be of
value 10 those concemned with tha appropriatensss of today's
cusriculum for tomorrow’'s world. Employing a modified Delphi
ftechnique, this study attempied to develop that consensus.

A panel of 77 distinguished Engiish educators from the United
States, Britsin, and Canada addressed specific ways English teaching
might change by the year 2000 as a result of technology’s impact on
sociaty or schools. They generated lists of potential changes from
which 42 of the most commonly cited wore selected for scrutiny.
Thweugh two additionsl rounds of Questionnaives, they estimeted the
prebabiiity of occurrencs for each chanae by 1980, 1988, end 2000,

ranges.

Ameng those developments on which the experts achieved
conaengus are the following.

They identify four technological developments as naving greatent
impact on English teaching: widespread use of microcomputers,
highly sophisticated forthcoming software, capabilities of telematic
{sslecommunications plus compriters) interface, and cultural
subordination of print to screen media.

Artough they foresee littie change before the ycar 2000, panelists
concur that by the end of the century English teaching will be based
on a new definition of titeracy--expanded to include all message
systems. They believe basic reading, grammar, and mechanics skills
will be taught by computer; that word processing will promote
emphesis on text revision; that compe2ence in networking and
intormation handling will be viewed as basics; that media Lnalysis will
be emphasized; that Merature will be taught via video as well as print,
and that attention 10 more compiex kinds of teaching and leaming will
resuit from more sophisticated electronic resources.

THE EFFECT OF A TRAINING PROGRAM IN LISTENING ON
THE READING ACHIEVEMENT AND LISTENING
COMPREHENSION OF SECOND AND THIRD GRADE PUPILS

OrderNo. DA8S09302
Beck, Joan Hoo0, Ep.D. Temple University, 1685. 108pp. Major
Adviser: Eugene Abraham

T.iis study was a quasi experimental investigation to determine
whether or not there would be significant differences in reading
achisvement and listening comprehension when second and third
grade pupils were involved in a training program in listening
comprehension. It was hypothesized that reading achievement and
listening comprehension would not be significantly different for the
experimental group which received the listening training than for the
control group which received a traditional language arts program
without the additional training component. The subjects were 108
second and third grade students in two elemantary schools in the
Ridiey School District located in a suburb of Philadeiphia, Pa. The
students in the experimental groups received ten minutes a dey, five
days a week of the teachar's oral reading of children's iterature taken
fror. the suggested readings in the Nebtraska Program - A Curriewium
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PFROM THE “ENGLISH SCHOOL” TOWARDS “ENGLISH":
SECONDARY VERNACULAR STUDY AND THE ORIGINS OF
MODERN AMERICAN EDUCATION Order Po. DABS09891
Bunns, GenaLo Tomas, Pu.D. Yale University, 1984. 585pp.

MMymmmuwmuw
“English.” it follows the evolution of vernacular subject matter from
mmmmmumm&mwmuny
ninsteenth-century threshold of its achievement, in the United States,
of the basic form and the piace in secondary education that it
thy.mmfmmwmuw
understand that evolution within context of the larger curricular,
institutional, and systemic origins of modern American education.
Benjamin Frankiin's 1751 pamphiet, the /dea of the English School,
fogether with the larger initistive of which it was a pant, forms the
canterpiece of the treatment. The Philadeiphia "experiment” points at
once forward, by the anticipatory brilliance of its conceptions, to the
oventual subject of "English” and the mod~m educational forms
associated with it; und backwards, by the fact of its practical faflure,
“the classics” and the classical system of education, which
Constituted & potent tactor, both as an obstruction and a precedent, in
the educationat history of "English.” The actual deveiopment of
vemacular subject matter took place within, and contributed
malerially to the overall growth and transformation of nonclassical
education. Two nonclassical traditions in particular, that of English
education and that of the academy, gave shelter to two different
versions of vemacular study. These versions, as well as the traditions
themasives, remained separate from each other in both Engle'\d and
the American colonies down to 1750. it was Franklin who brought
Mw.ttleum"idea."nmmamondweduuﬁon. .
In this regard his "experiment” stood as & peradigm for developments
that would unfoid in the new American academies, and specifically
within the English "departments” attached 1o them, over the earty
national period. Finally, the legacy of the academy movement in thess
Te8pecis was transmitted 10 the first in the line of American high
schools. The Boston English Classical (High) School, with its
ambitiousty designed program of vernacular study, stood st once as
successor to Franklin's English School and as the herald of new
developments leading quite directly on to "Engilish” and 10 the

essentially nonclassical and vernacular-based

THE EFFECTS OF STORY STRUCTURE INSTRUCTION ON
THIRD-GRADERS' CONCEPT OF STORY, READING
COMPREHENSION, RESPONSE TO LITERATURE, AND
WRITTEN COMPOSITION OrderNo. DA8S08039

CaLoen, James WiLt am, Pr.D. University of Washington, 1984,
238pp. Chairperson: Sam L. Sebesta

The experimenter instructed two groups of 20 suburban third-
graders matched in pairs acording to teacher judgment of reading
and writing abilities. The Unfocused Chain Group received 20 haf-
hour sessions of realist treatment: activities explicitly based on
concrete incidents derived from stories prepared by the experimenter
to the one (evel sbove subjects’ concept of story as indicated by their
story production. The True Narrative Group received a corresponding
sories of sessions of idealist treatment: activities based on abstract
focus or theme derived from paraliel stories prepared by the
experimenter to meet story structure requirements f-r & true narrative.
Treatment sessions, paraliel for the groups, inctuded drama (story -
theetre, recders theatre, choric speaking), visusl arts (sculpture,
drawing), and mumc. Subjects in both groups were given explicit
fraining in applying a story grammar mode! (Applebee, The Child's
Concept of Story, 1978) appropriate to the trestment--respectively,
he unfocused chain model or true narrative model.

Pre- to postiest gains indicated significant differences favoring the
Unfocused Chain Group in concept of story (p € .005), as measured
by Anplsbee’s levels of story structure; responss to literature (p €
0008), as measured by the Applebes claseification system and the
Purves classification system; and quality of narrative writing (p € .08),
a8 measured by Tway's Literary Rating Scale. Differential gaine in
reading comprshension, as measured by cloze, and syntactic
maturity, as measured by T-unit, were not significant (p > .05).

This study contributes to present knowledge regarding
instructional modeis for maximizing children's development of the
concept of story. it indicates that a development story structure
compared to a higher, ideal story structure is likely to bring gaine in
level of concept of story, in response to iiteraturs, and in narrative
wriling quality. it heips answer a broader question: should young
ohildren be given idealist mocs's or modeis closer to their own slages
of development? The evidencs o' this study points towa’d the ety as
& viable choice, worthy of further research.

THE S$IMULTANEOUS/SUCCESSIVE MODEL OF
INTELLIGENCE: RELATIONSHIP TO READING AND
SPELLING ACQUISITION AND THE COGNITIVE
DEVELOPMENTAL SHIFT OrderNo. DA8509380

Cuammmes, LYywoa Partcuano, Pu.D. Tempie University, 1985, 210pp.
Major Adviser: Calvin Nodine

This study investigated developmental aspects of the
Simultaneous/Successive Mode! of Intelligence (Das, Kirby & Jarman,
07%) in relationship to cognitive and kinguistic development and
nading and spelling acquisition in 70 first grade children. The
ehilgren, & suburban middie class sample, were tested in the fall and
in he apring in order to perform croes-lagged pane! analyses and
peth analyses. Factor analysis and muitipie regressions were aiso
pertermed. The following instruments were used: (1) Informasion
Prossssing - Simultaneous: Raven's Coloured Progressive Matrices
Test and Memory-tor-Design; (2) Information .
Suesessive: Serial Recall and Forward Digit Span; (3) Linguistic
Develepment: Language Comprehension, Paradigmatic Word
Assselatidn, and Verbal Mediation; (¢) Cognitive Development:
Mulliple Classification and Class Inclusion; (S) Reading: Oral
Comprahension, Silent Comprehension, Word Recognition, and
Missue Ansiysis; (8) Spelling - Developmental Strategy. The resuits
indizate thet the use of the Simultaneous/Successive Model of
w @8 currendly tested using the indicated instruments

e imited 1o children over seven yeers of age. Distinct
Govalapmental diferences in fall and spring factor loadings were




The hypothesis that approprigte uas of information processing
modes would cause mandiest changes in cognitive and linguistic
development was not supported. Instead, finguistic deveiopment in
the areas of verbal mediation and word association was found to
faclitasn the development of certain cognitive abilities. Linguistic
deveiopment was aiso a causal agent acting on reading acquisition.
Information processing mode facilitated development of reading

ablity. Unexpectedly, linguistic development and earty reading abhity

fackitated later cognitive development but language comprehension
Per 90 did not prove to be a significant predictor of any dependent

Suggestions are made concerning adaptations to the
Simultaneous/Successive test batteries for use with children under

Seven years of age. Research directions are indicated for exploring in

greater depth the interaction of developing linguistic and cognitive
abilities in children in the 5 to 7 age bracket. Finally, the causal link
from early verbel mediational abilities and paradigmatic word
aasociation to the Jevelopment of relatively mature reading abilities
should be expiored in depth.

PREDICTING CHILDREN'S SPELLING PERFORMANCE:
RELEVANT FACTORS Order No.DASS 18172

Coasnacy, Donaio Epwanp, Pu.D. University of idaho, 1986. 74pp.
Cheirparson: George Canney

Thowmmdmuudymtodmnncomumw
Wcﬂoctsdlew#;cton upon spelling performance in third
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Results were analyzed using SPSSX(1983) subprograms
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A LONGITUDINAL COMPARISON OF THE BASIC SKILL
ODEVELOPMENT OF TITLE | AND NON-TITLE | STUDENTS

OrderNo.DABS 15109
Crouck, RoxAnne Manie, ED.D. East Texas State University, 1988.
$0pp. Adviser: Mary L. Jernigan )

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of the study was to determine i
significant differences existed between the reading, language, and
math scores of Titie | and non-Title | students over a four-year period
from 1879 to 1882. The study also sought to determine i Title |
siudents acnieved at a rate commensurate to that of non-Title |

Procedure. The data were collected from Title | (experimental) and
non-Title | (control) reading, language, and math scores on the jowa
Test of Basic Skilis each spring of the four-year study.

The three-factor mixed design with repsated measures on one
factor was used for statistical analysis. An F-ratio was used to

Findings. Six of the 21 hypotheses were significant at the .00(

level of confidence; reading, language, and math scores of the Title |
and non-Title | programs and reading, language, and math scores
over the four vears. No significant differences in mean scores ware
noted in 15 hypotheses for reading, language, or math betwsen boys
and giris and Title I/non-Title | boys and Title I/non-Title | girle. There
were no significant interaction effects in reading, language, or math
between year and program, year and sex, or year, program, and sex.

Conclusions. The Title | and non-Title | students demonsirated

comparable progress in reading, language, and math. Title | students
achieved at a rate commensurate to that of the non-Title | students.
The Title | program was effective in haiping Title | students progress
ot 2 rate commensurate to *hat of other students of their age and
grade.

A COMPARISON OF CONTEXTUAL VERSUS
CONTEXTUAL/MNEMONIC SPELLING INSTRUCTION FOR
NINTH GRADERS Order No. DABE 18552

Fomo, Guenn Eowin, €0.D. University of Maryland, 1984. 167pp.
Director: Richard Jantz

The purpose of this study was - ~ompare the effectiveness of
ninth grade students’ isarning speih. g words via a contaxtual method
and a contextus!/mnemonic method. on both weekly recall and
deiayed recali bases. This study aiso investigated whether there
would be evidence of focused attention in the correct spelling of
words to a ifelike situation. Finally, it 3ought to show the relationships
between delayed recall spelling scores and the Verbal-Reasoning and
Humaerical Ability subsactions of the Differential Aptitude Test.

A total of forty-ning subjects in grade nine were used in the
comparison of contextual treatment versus contextual/mnemonic
treatment for spelling instruction. The subjects attended a middie
ciass rural school district and were of average or above average
intelligence and reading ability. Each week of the three-week cycle of
treatment and testing was conducted in the same fashion. On day
one, twenty-five new difficuit spelting words, judged by a panel of
professional educators {0 be demons, wers itroduced to the wo
Qrougs. using identical materials which invoived oral repetition,
discussion of definitions, contextual appiication, and sei-comecting
materiais. On day two, students received their respective trestments,
the contextual or the contextual/mnemonic sentences. Day tvee
coneisted of testing of both groups, using their respective trestment
ssntences from day two, to determine how many of the target words
students could speil correctly.

While inherent strengths in the mnemonic adjunct might have
besn expecied to cause the contextual/mnemonic group to perform
bewer than the contextual group, independent and correlated t-tests
provided mixed results. Independent t-tests provided no support for
the superionty of either method. Correlated t-tests favored the
contaxtual/mnemonic treatment in the retention of spefling words.
Correlation analyses identified modorate support regarding a
relationship between delayed recall spelling scores and the Verbel
Reascning and Numerical Ability subsections of the Differential
Aptitude Test. ..

The reaults collected suggested that both the contextual and the

bases. The postwriting sampie speliing scores did not revesl focused
attention in the correct speliing of words 10 a Weline situation.




ASPECTS OF SOPHISTIC PEDAGOGY Order No. DA8S110064

Gaonxar, Diie Parauesuwan, Pu.D. University of Pittsburgh, 1984,
302pp. Adviser: Trevor Melia

This dissertation examines the nature and function of sophistic
pcagogy. Its princCipal contention is that the sophists wera first and
foremost public teachers of what may be broadly defined as higher
education or generai culture, Everything they said and did took place
in that pedagogical context and was profoundly influsnced by it. Their
theories anc doctrines, be they political or linguisiic, were articuiated
in the practical context of teaching their pupils politike techne i.e., the
ant of political living. Hence, their more specific and often more
advanced articulations on philosophy, poetry, anthropology, and evan
rhetoric were secondary to their vocation as teachers.

The dissertation analyzes from g cultural perspective the myth and
reality surrounding the sophists’ questionable reputation as teachers
who akegudly corrupied the Athenian youth with their rew-fangied
amorsl education which placed a premium on individual success and
power at the expense of the communal good. It identifies humanism,
utilitarianism and rationalism as the three main features which
distinguished sophistic pedagogy from the pedagogy of their
predecessors. it discusses how these pedagogical features,
especislly sophistic rationalism, gave rise to the misconception

the sophists as the founders of the Gree't Enlightenment in
the latter half of 5th century B.C. Further, it analyzes the controversy
surrounding the sophists' optimistic claim that they could teach arete
to anyone who could afford their tuition.

The dissertation aiso examines the scope of sophistic instruction.
While acknowledging the centrality of rhetoric in their curriculum, &
rejects the notion that their instruction was largely confined to the
teaching of rhetoric. Given the prevailing cuitural conditions no
sophist, not even Gorgias, who is sometimes mistakenly identified a8
a pure rhetorician, could afford to limit his ingtruction to rhetoric, ¥ he
wished to make a living as a teacher. The principal alm of sophistic
pedagogy was 10 instil in ite recipients a mastery of poitike fechne.
With that aim in mind, the sophists not only taught their puplis rhetoric
but also exposed them 10 a semblance of encyclopedic culture.

THE USE OF NEWSPAPERS FOR TEACHING LANGUAGE
ARTS AND READING Order No. DABS50877.

Guuis, Rov Lee, Eo.D. East Tennessee State University, 1984. B7pp.
Chairman: Willism Evernden

The probiem of this study was to determine if achievement scores
in mading and language arts could be incraased for students who
participated in the newspapers in education program.

Ninety-three seventh grade students were selected for the study;
seventy-seven students completed the study, sixteen students were
iost due to attrition. Two experimental groups and one control group
were selectad by random assignmeni from the saventh grade class at
one school. The Metropolitan Achievement Test was administered to
all studonts as a pretest. After compietion of the experimental
treatment in two successive twelve week periods, the Metropolitan
instructional Test for reading cnd language arts were administered as

The analysis of covariance was the statiatical measure utilized to
fast seven nuil hypotheses. The effects of participating in the
newapaper in education program was determined by comparing the
postiest scores of the experimental groups and control group on the
Metropolitan instructional Test for reading and language arts. The
appropriate pretest scores were used as a covariate ¢f the posttest to
control for any initial inequalities among the groups. Results at the .08
level of significance were used as criteria for accepting the
hypotheses.

Based on the findings of the study, a significant diflerence (p <
001) was found between the enperimental groups and the control
group on reading comprehension. R can be concluded that
participating in the newapaper trestment enabled students to

significantly increase the reading comprehension test scores in the
study. Although the other sublest scores for reading skiiis wers not
significant, the adjusted mean scores of the experimental groups and
the control group were approximately equal.

Scores on the language arts subtests indicatad significant
differences in usege, speliing, and study skills. Contrary to
expectations, the cortrol group scored significantly hiysher than either
experirmental group. it can be concluded that participation in the

basal text instruction was more successful in increasing student
scores en the MetropoMan Achieveme:  Test than participation in the
NIE program for langusge acts.

The study alsc revesied that participation in the NIE program did
not progucs any significantly different test scores between sexes.

THE EFFECTS OF VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION ON TEXT
COMPREHENSION Order No. DASS 18832

Granam, Linpa Jean, Pu.D. The University of lowa. 1985, 122pp.
Supervigor: Jack Bagford

This study examined the effects of vocabulary instruction on text
comprehension from the basis of the knowledge hypothesis |
(Angerson & Freebody, 1881) and schema theory, A pretest-posttest
control group design was used to investigate the effects of semantic
mapping on the recall of information from an expository passage
while taking into account students' prior knowiedge, as measured by
4 passage specific vocabulary pretest. The subjects were 161 sixth
graders attending four lowa scivools. All students took a passage
spacific multiple-choics vocabulery pretest construcied by the
experimenter. The instruction group participated in twenty ninutes of
a semantic mapping vocabulary instructional activity, which helped
students integrate their axisting topic knowledge with the key
vocabulary concepts in an expository passage about Canadian
government selected from a sixth grade socigl studies textbook, All
students complieted the vocabulary posttest, read the passage, and
compieted the muttiple-choice comprehension posttest.

AMANOVA with one covariate was used to compare the
instruction group with the control group on four dependent variables.
The vocabulary pretest was used as the covariate to control for
difflerences in students; passage specific prior knowiedge. Results
indicated that for the sixth graders under study, for the assessment
instruments used, and for the expository passage read; semantic
mapping had an effect on the mean vocabulary posttest scores, on
the mean total comprehension scores, and on the mean inferential
questions scores in favor the instruction group. The mean scores for
iteral questions indicated no significant difference between groups.

The implication of this st.dy is that vocabulary instruction
faclitated text comprehension when students actively participated in
the process of integrating their existing vocabulary knowiedge with
now concepts, 80 that vocabulary knowiedge and content schemata
developed concurrently.

10




THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MICROCOMPUTER ASSISTED
INSTRUCTION FOR FOURTH, FIFTH, AND SIXTH GRADE
STUDENTS IN SPELLING, LANGUAGE SKILL DEVELOPMENT,
AND MATH OrderNo.DA8S18174

HaLLETY, Mancia, Ep.D. University of Idaho, 1884. 154pp. Major
Professor: A.Lee Parks

This study attemptec tc ascertain if fourth, fifth, and/or sixth grade
sudents receiving microcomputer assisted instruction (MCAI)
achieved higher gains in achievemaent test scores in spelling,
tanguage skill development, and math than fourth, fifth, and/or sixth
grade students who did not receive microcomputer assisted
ingfruction; and., if 50, which achievwment level of students produced
greater Jaing. Five groups of students were identified for sach grade:
lsarning disabled, gifted/taiented, low achieving, middle achieving,
and high achieving students. Studens3 not identified as LD or G/T
were greuped according to the results of the scaled scores un the
CTBS pretest. Two schools in a southwestern idaho school district
participated in the study, one of which was equipped with a computer
lab and one in which no computers were used for instructional
purposss. Students at the experimental school received two 25
minuts seasions of MCAL a week. Students at the control school were
taught in a treditional manner with no MCAL.

Eight variables were selected using subtests from the
Comgprehensive Test of Basic Skilis (CTBS) pre- and post tests.
Anaiysis of Variance (ANOVA) for a split-plot design was used to
determine the differences betwesn schools and the differances
between groups for each grade betweer: schools using the posttest
minus the pretest scores.

The results of the study indicate that MCA! was effective at the .08
level of significance for the fourth grade ir. Language Mechanics,
Total Language, Math Concepts/Applications, and Average Spelling,
Language, and Math with gains from 11% to 26% fromn pre to post
mmmwoﬁmum.ossl:mdmm for the

students in Language Expression, Total Language,
Math Corcepts/Appiications, and Average Spelling, Language, and
Math with gains from 19% to 53% from pre to post scores. There were
no statistically significant gains at the .0S level of significance for the
fith or sixth grades nar were there statistically significant gaing
betwasn groups sithough the low achigving group for each grade did
scors higher gaing on several of the diffierent variabies then did the
middie or high achisving group.

THE EFFECTS OF A MASTERY LEARNIN3/COMPETENCY-
BASED EDUCATION INSTRUCTIONAL AFPROACH ON
FACILITATING STUDENTS' RETENTION OF ACHIEVEMENT IN
LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATHEMATICS

O:derNo. DA8518026

Hergn, STerneN Wavng, E0.D. University of South Caroline, 1885.
124pp. Chairman: Donald G. Turner

The research study was designed to examine the effectiveness of
the Mastery Learning/Competency-Based Education (ML/CBE)
instuctional approach in facilitating the retention of achievement in
lenguage arts and mathematics. Over a three-year period, data were
collecied on approximately 325 students; students were divided into
sxperimental and control groups. For the dependent variable, the
miention of academic achisvement, "tots! language” and "tota!
mathematics” scale scores from the Comprehensive Tes’ of Basic
Skis (CTBS) were collected for all students. Data from a locally
developed criterion-referenced test (CRT) were also colected from a
sempis population and used as an additiona! measure of
m't.h:’langum rts pretest the CTBS ;s the

Using e 8COTes ON
covarigte 1o adjust for differences between the groups in initial mean
achisvement, analyses of covariance were conducted on the CTBS
umwmnmunm:mdcada:
experiment)l approach on the retention of achisvement in lenguage
are. Factoriel anelyses of variance which trested entry level of
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acnisvement as an additional independent variabis vere conducted
on both categories of dats 10 examine the effect of the experime:ital
soproach on the retention of achievement in mathematics.
Furthermore, the ML/CBE approach was compared to selected
Mastsry Learning programs via 8 meta-anslys:s.

The anelyses of daia revesied: (1) No significant differences in
lsnguage arts achievenent were found between the experimental and
control groups on elther the postisst or the retention teat. (2) On both

A STUDY OF THE RELATICNSHIP BETWEEN STUDENT-
PERCEIVED LOCUS OF CONTROL AND ACADEMIT
PERFOIMANCE OF SIXTH, SEVENTH, AND EIGHTH GRADE
MALE AND FEMALE STUDENTS IN ENGLISH AND
MATHEMATICS CLASSES Order No. DASS 17880
HoLLaman, THOMAS Kevin, Pu.D. University of Wyoming, 1968. 112pp.

The purpose of this research was to determine whather the
perceived locus of control orientation of middie gchool students is
reiated to the grades that they received in mathematics and English
classes. The following null hypotheses were tested in the study: There
!s no significant reiationship between the mean grade points of middie
schosi students who obtsin an internal loc us of control score on the
Academic Achievement Accountabiilty Scale (AAA Scale) and the
mean grade point of middie school students who oblain an external
locus of control on the AAA Scale; there is no significant relationship
between the meen grade points of middie schuol males and lemeles
relative 10 their locus of control orientations (external vs. internel) as
measured by the AA % Scale; there is no significant relationship
between the mesn grade points of sixth, seventh, or sighth grade
students relstive 10 their locus of control orientation (external ve.
intornal) as messured by the AAA Scale; there is no significant
rdlationship between the mean grade points received by middie
sehest student in mathematics classes and those received in Engligh
clasess relative 10 the studonis' locus of control orientation (Externel
SCOre ve. internal 3core) as measured by the AAA Scele.

Scores on a locus of control instrument wers obtsined from male
ond female middie school students envolied in methematics and
English classes. These scores were then correlated with their
fsachar-assigned grades.

A discriminant analysis generated a Wilks lambda statistic, ite
corresponding F value and level of significance to assess the
relationshin between the grade point average of middle school
shudents and their locus of control orientation classified as externs! or
imomal. A separate discriminant analysis was conducted for all
middie school students sampied and grouped &s external or imernal
and for male and female students, sixth, seventh and eighth grade
students and students enrolied in mathematics and English clasces
within the total grouped sampie. There were no statistically significant
relationships (p < .10) found between grade point averages and locus
of control classification as external or internal for students in any of
thess inclependent groups.

The resul’s of this study led to the recommeandation that further
study of locus of control and academic peformance might consider
onamining behaviors and 1actors that are more
immadiate to the academic task in relstion to locus of control.
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AN EXPERIMENTAL COMPARISON OF THE TEST-STUDY-
TECT AND THREE-TEST METHODS FOR TEACHING
SPELLING IN THE FIFTH GRADE OrderNo. DA8S09257
Jowes, Evizaser Manie, Pu.D. The University of Wisconsin -
Milwauhee, 1984. 98pp. Supervisor: Robert Ingle

The purpcse of thie study was to determine if an experimental
9roup who used no class time for the study of spelling might, by
means of a three-test method, achieve growth in spelling sills
comparable to that of a control group who usad the test-study-test
method. X it could be demonstrated that gains made by the two
9roups were comparable, then the thres-test methnad might be the
maethod of choice, since that method requires appr ximately haif the
time nesded for the test-study-test method.

An experimental comparison was made among 181 fitth-grade
Students in five schoois, in which a control group used the test-study-
test method and an experimental group usad the :hree-test method.
Afier nine weekiy spelling units had been compieted, a 50-word recall
o8t wae administered to the subjects. The mean for the three-test
group was significantly higher on that recall test than the mean for the
[net-study-test group. On a delayed-recall test of the same 50 words,
Hhare was no significant difference between the means for the two

Whithin the iimitations of the study, it seemed reasonabie to
conclude that the three-test method was the better method, since it
required approximately haif as much time as the test-study-test
method 10 achieva significantly better resuits on the recall test and
comperable results on the delayed-recall test.

TrE DECLINE OF THE TEACHING OF RHETORIC AND THE
MSE OF PROGRESSIVISM IN THE AMERICAN SECONDARY
SCHCOLS, 1893-1940 OrderNo. DA8514700

Lanag, JULIANN M., PH.D. The University of Akron, 1985. 237pp.
Adviser: Stephen Thompson

Before the twentieth century, the study of rhatoric was critica) in
educaling students. The purpose of this investigation was to examine
the deciine of the teazhing of rhetoric in the American secondary
schools from 1893 to 1940, and to explore the re'ationship between
thig decline and the concurrent rise of progressiviem in education in
e United States.

The study presents a beckground of rhetoric before 1893, the year
the National Education Association's Report of the Commities of Ten
was published, concentrating on the teaching of rhetoric and belles-
lsttres in the eightesnth and nineteenth century, and the study of
rhetoric as it related to written composition in post-bellum America.
Also presented is a background of the teaching of English prior to
1883, focusiny on instruction in writing.

in inerpreting the years of decline, several events and reiated
documents which are considered crucial in American educational
history are examined as they relate to the diminishment cf the
saching of rhetoric, beginning with the publication of the Aeport of
the Commites of Ten and including such movements s that mounted

by the NEA and ths National Council of Teachers of English toward
progreasive reorganization in Engligh. The % Education
Association’s Eight Year Study is the event which ostablishes 1040 as
the chronclogical upper limit of the investigation. Also exsmined are
Mbooks__ courses of study, and educational literature associated
with Englndh educalion in general and the teaching of rhetoric in
particular during progressivism's ascendancy and rhetoric's decling
between 1883 and 1940, Y

The findings indicated that progressive demands in such matiens
a8 scentific objectification, efficiency, functionalism, and minimum
essentials could not be fulfilied through the teaching of rhetoric as
taught in the late nineteenth and earty twentieth century high school
English classroom. At the same time, it was found thet rheloric's
traditional association with the coliege preparatory courss of studly
Mmtmommmmmmhnw

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO:

STUDENT ALHIEVEMENT, GENDER, TIME OF SCHOOL DAY,

DIFFICULTY OF COURSE, AND TYPE OF CLASS ACTIVITY
OrderNo. DA351 2486

LionsEnGER, SiONEY Oakey, E0.D. George Peabody Coliege for
Teachers of Vanderbilt University, 1984, 104pp. Major Professor:
Harry Randles

This study investigated the engagement (attention) of students in
four English classes in one high school iocated in a large county
school system near Atlanta, Georgia. The purpose of this study was 10
determine: (a) the relationship between the engagement rates of
twgh school students and their achievement grades; (b) the ditference
between students’ engagement rates during four different
ingtructional modes (lecturing, class discussion, desk work, and
group work); (c) the differer.ce between the engagement rates of
meles and females, and advanced students and general students; and
(o) the difference between the students’ engagement rates duiring
m...ing and afternoon classes.

The data were collectea by five tramed data collectors who
obeerved students in four 9th- and 10th-grade English literature
classes. The data collectors observed 113 students for a 6-wesk
period. Each of the four classes was observed at least 10 difierent
fimes by different observers. The data coliectors recorded whether or
not the students were engaged during different instructional activities.
The observers also recorded the instructional mode occurring in the
classroom during each observation.

Each sti'dent’s engagement rete 'was determined by dividing the
108l number of times a student was observed into the total number of
times the student was engaged during the observations. An
engagement rate was also computed for each student for each of the
four instructional modes.

The findings indicate that significant differences do exist sstween
the engagement rates of the different groups studied. Two groups,
advenoed .tudents and female students, had significantly higher
SRGageMeN’ rales when compared 1o the engagement rates of two
other groups, general students and males. A high correlation was
found Batween the engagement rates of the students and their grades
{achievement scores) during the different instructional modes

Adwanced students had significantly higher engagemen rates
during cortain modes of instruction,

A LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF PHONEME-GRAPHEME
CORRESPOMDENCE USING THE SOUTHWEST REGIONAL
LABORATORY COMMUNICATION SKILLS LEXICON

McDonaLD, ANDREA HeLen, Ep.D. University of Southern Ca¥ornia,
1988, Chairman: Charles M, Brown

Purpose. The cbjective of this stuCy was to determine the Cegres
of regularity of phoneme-grapheme correspondence in a sampie of
words drawn from the Southwest Regional Laboratory (SWRL)
Lexicon of approximately 10,000 words.

Mex’iod. Using the “Algorithm for American-English Spelling,”
over 300 rules were applied 1o individual phonemes to determine
which graplemic option should be used under various conditions of
position, siress and envirc nment. Because a 1968 study had anelyzed
over 17,000 words found in the Merriam-Webster's Second
international Dictionary, it was decided that resuits should be
compared with anslyses of words in the Merriam-Webster's Third
indamational Dictionary. The study sought answera to the following:
{1) What percentage of regularit of phoneme-grapheme
correspondence exists in the SWRL lexicon? How does this compare
with similar dats from the 1968 Hanna study? (2) Is there a difierence
between the phonatically reguiar and the phonetically irreguiar worde
in terma of their respective frequency of occurrence? (3) Wnat
implications do these data have for the teaching of spelling?

Conclusions. (1) The consonants in the SWRL Lexicon can be
tsught phonetically because they are very congistent in phoneme-
gragh=me relationships. (2) Athough the vowels are not a8
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Sonsistent as the consonants . "¢, the short vowel sounds and
graghemic symbols can be teught phonetically. (3) The schwa sound
Was nhot predictable &-.. no rules or generalizations could be

(Coples available exclusively from Micrographics Department,
Deheny Library, USC, Los Angelss, CA 90086.)

FIELD TEST OF THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA'S LANGUAGE
ARTS UNIT USING LEP/NEP STUDINTS, GRADES S AND &
OrderNo. DA8512578

MrcraLEx, Dimanis ELLen Howe, Eo.D. United States International
University, 1984. 174pp. Chairperson: Dale G. Hamreus

The Problem. The purpose of this field test was to deterrmine
whaether a language arts unit (intervention) calied “Tales of Marvel
and Wonder~ from the Uriversity of lowa could be used supplemental
10, or in place of district-adopted language arts materialy, in teaching
gm:.mwcal concep's to LEP/NEP transitional students 'n Grodes §
ond

Method. Four student populstions were used: two student
papuistions used the language unit, and two student populations did
ast. Twe student populations containes a lerge concentration of
Hapanic students, and two populstions comtained Southeast Asien
wml'm':"“"“'

n mastery of grammar

measured by Test 5, "Language Expression,” Comprehensive Test of
Besic Skilis (CTBS) and the Form A pretest and Form B posttest from
e Urlversity of lowa. A student quastionnaire, a teacher reaction
form and a teacher evaluation were also included with the language
unit teating materials.
. There were five participating schools an fifteen classroom
. eachers with their student populations. Each student population was

compared against its own control population: Hispanics versus
Hispanics with/without the unit/intervention. Each population was
sompared with every other population: Hispanics versus Southeast
Asians with/without the unit/intervention. Also, both native-origin
roups wer:s compared with control and participating groups of Gifted
Cluster students prasent on three schoo! sites with/without the
wnit/iverention. Boys and girts were compared within their own
school and cultural group and with other participating schools and
netive-origin groupe with/without the unit/intervention.

Aoauits. The t-test comparisons did not yield any statistically
significant data to determine this language arts intervention was
superior 10 the district materials as transitional curriculum for
waching grammar concepts. However, written responees from both
the aludents and teachers indicated the unit did apark a high interast
ond festered group discussions. They ware generally felt to be
dusirgbls and veluabie a8 supplemental meterials for use in the
slaneroom for traneitional LEP/NEP stydents.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE SUBSTANTIVE STRUCTURE OF
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING, WITH
IMPLICATIONS FOR CURRICULUM DESIGN IN A UNIFIED
PROGRAM Order No. DA8S 10049
Noumg, Bansana LiviNgSTON, Pu.D. Southern lilinois University at
Carbondale, 1884. 217pp. Major Professc a: Fred A. Sioan, Jr.,
James E. Jackson

The purposs of this study was to generate a list of models and
propositions whlcri\"would suggest elements for curriculum design for
& unified program in Erglish/ lenguags erts and reading.

A deductive analysis wis made of the Merature and resserch
-ladnnnm.mdumu
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Findings. (1) The basic strands of knowledge which affect
the
18 and reading are those which originate in the
lebnu' of lsnguage s{ugy and the art of litergture. (2) The basic
subject strands comprising the English language arts curriculum are
Tmre. composition, language study, and ora! communication.
3) The bas«; eiements in the structure of reading are
conmhenguun. word recognition, evaluation, and appreciation
(42“I9u(nctnonal mla_ﬂonships among the specific skills and conhm
mitiersin bgth Englns_h language arts and reading occur at thaee
points at which the gkill enabies the student to understand the
matter. (5) The points in & structural design at which English
e r;n: y::’x reading sig:re common elements are thoss such ae
'm [ + ”mn‘ N h Y
and grammar st the sentence le?d?m elog:. oraphology, Phonology,
Major Qonclusions. (1) Although reading is considered Chiefly
okill, the.e is a body of knowledge about the language which wu:y :
:d\hveu thatskil. (2) The subject matter of English avoives from the
“lb ot language arts. (3) The maas of knowledge which exists about
Mthhmtoum. (4) Eachelithe
18Nguage arts is a distinct siill which is with the other
(5) Each o. the subiject strands of English

ot
's dlstinct, but each i with the others.

THE EFFECTS OF COOPERATIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
ON RELATIONSH.PS WITH PEERS, ATTITUDES TOWARD
SELF AND SCHOOL, AND ACHIEVEMENT IN SPELLING OF
ETHNICALLY DIVERSE ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

Order No. DASS 17629

Scorr, Tenny Micuage, Ep.D. Northern Arizona University, 1984.
HNpp.

Cooperative leaming, whers students intersct under conditions of
mutual interdependence and equal status, has been identifiad as an
educational intarvention which fosters race/human relations and
aquity in the classroom. This study investigated the social and
acedemic offects of Cooperative Learning Environments (CLEs).

This study of CLE s utilized the interdependent learning sirategies
of Student Teams-# hisvement Divisions (STAD) to determing W-eir
effects on relationghips with peers, attitudes toward seif and cchool,
ond ashiovement in

oantinue with traditional instructional strategies that did not inolude
coopersiive slements. The 452 students in thess Classes served as
the o=bjects and represented four eihnic groups: Hiaponics, whites,
Siarka, and Asians.

Students in the CLEs indicated mor 3 positive relationships with
~oers than did the studenis in the more traditions! ciaserooms. They
identified more cross-ethnic friends 8 they significantly reduces
their rejections of cross-ethnic academic teammates at the
completion of the ten.waek study.

No significant difference was found in self-gsteem betwesn the
students in the CLEs and the students in the more traditional -
claserooms. Although both groups showed improvement in sell-
estesm, the students in the more typical classes made the grester
geing.

T et s st Toce wat 10
ntly more positive est school.
dgnllun;'cyimmm in spelling achisvement between students who
empioyed cooperative lsarning strategies and students who received
more traditional instruction. Students as a whole in the CLEs achieved
more than control students.

individual ethnic differences were apparent in the analyses of the
ressarch questions. Adiitional significant effects may have been
impeded by substantislly high pretest scores, a sophisticated
race/human relations program airaedy in place, sthnic sensitivity 1o
the testing instruments, and a weli-defined, teacher-directed
insiructionsl component in both seftings. Reaults of this study
indicete that further investigation into CLEs is werrented.




A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF TRANSLATIONS MADE OF A
GIVEN CURRICULUM B8Y FOUR GRADE TWO TEACHERS
Order No. DA8S09633

Svmumg, Many Lou Sanona, Ep.D. University of Pennsylvania, 1984,
448pp. Chairman: Morton Botel

The essential purpose of this narrative-intervention study is to
carelully document the variaiions of translations a teacher gives to a
designated curriculum. The day to day actions of four classroom
feachers are described for this purpose. it is also the intentto trace
these translations over time in order to document change.

The given language arts curriculum consists of three main
components: (1) Guidelines for the Language Arts Curriculum,

{2) The New Brunswick Comprehensive Reading/Language Arts
Plan; and (3) two sets of materials which suggest a particular
approach to the teaching of reading.

The perspective of ethnography and the methodologies of
participant-observation are utilized in the observstion of four grade-
two classrooms for a total of forty-four aays. These cbservations, pius
the contents of meetings and interviews with teachers, serve as the
deta base. The study (A) Describes the curriculum utilized by each
tsacher. (B) Socuses on the translations that each teacher makes to a
given curriculum. (C) Provides, in narrative style, a complete
description of the happenings of one selected day for sach of the four
teachers. (D) Describes the intervention strategies employed.

(E) Relates selected aspects of the teacher's journals, interviews and
monthly inservice sessions.

Areview of the observed events and incidents substantiates the
following conclusions. (1) The teachers’ theoretical orientation to
reading plus her teaching disposition dictate the transiations which
are made to a given instructional program. (2) When teachers are
unaware of the role that decoding plays in reading instruction, they
devote a significant amount of time tn the evaluation of subskills.

@) The number and variety of translations are greater when the
provided instructicnal program oliers a minimeal amount of divection.
b d gy b mélur"o:cmcomh“ interrupt
ways to

the flow of reading.

A PROGRAM FOR THE INTEGRATION OF READING AND

COMPOSITION INTO THE SOC/AL STUDIES CURRICULUM

IN A SELECTED JUNIOR HIGK SCHOOL
OrderNo.DA8SS13578

SummanviLLe, ROBERT HanoLp, ED.D. The University of Alabama, 1964,
149pp. Chairperson: Patrick Ferguson

The purpose of this study wes to test the effect of teaching SQ3R
snd compasition skilis on the reading comprehension and
composition achisvement of selected seventh.grade social riudies
students. Students in the experimental group recaived instruction in
the use of SQ3R and in a structured composition program, while the
control group received instruction in the traditional content centered

The participants in this study included 185 randomly sslected
students assigned to three teacher volunteers. Each teacher taught
an experimental and a control group with the investigator serving as
one of the teachars.

Prior %0 tha study, the teachers participated in a series of inservice
seasions devoted to teaching reading and composition as an aspect
of socigl studies. The inservice seasions were conducted by the
investigator and included the following: (1) the raticnale for reading
and composition instruction in social studies, (2) bookiets and
articies dealing with reading and composition instruction in social
stugies, (3) exampies of a lessen plan fer uns of STOR with &
totbook agiection, (4) inetruction in the integ-ation Of composition
imo secial studies, and (8) instruction in the correlation of reading

Q
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prepare sampie lssson plans, discuss goals and procedures, and
critique the study. Once the teachers feit comiortable with tha plans
for the experiment, instruction began in the experimental classes in
the prescribed format, )

At the beginning of the experiment, students in the expgnmontal
and control groups were pretested in reading comprehension and
composition skills, The reading test included a social Studies reading
selection and the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test. The composition
test involved writing a five paragraph theme based on & '<5ic which
had been discussed in the social studies classes and which the
students had read about in their textbooks. Twenty-four students
were then randomly seiected from each group for statisticul analysis.
The stalistical treatment was a 2 x 3 analysis of variance of repsated
Measures.

The mein findings were: (1) The eéxperimental group experienced
e gein in both arees of reading comprehension tested.

) experimental group experienced a significant gain in overal
ocompasilion achievement.

AN APPROACH TO TEACHING SECONDARY SCHOOL
ENGLISH BASED ON THE HUMANISTIC CONCEPTS OF
CARL ROGERS Order No. DABS13341

Urrensack, Nancy Kienzie, PH.D. The University of Akron, 1988.
241pp. Adviser: Harold Foster

& sdies show that education today for the most part stresses the
cognitive domain, and much of the pedagogy lends itseif to role
lsarning. Often students perceive much of what is being taugiht ae
irrelevant. i their basic drives are not satisfied, they easily become
bored. This boredom can eventually lead to » multitude of problems.

The curren: educational system is not adequately mo_eting
society’s nesds. in order to help students develop lo their fullest
potentiel in a constantly changing society, the affective as well as the
cogritive must be developed. A major goal of this descriptive
dissertatior. is to provide secondary school English teachers with an
understanding of humanistic methodology 80 they may better
sachiate learning and help students develop their potential to function
88 preductive thinking individuals in society.

This dissertation presents an approach to teaching secondery
school English based on the humanistic concepts of Carl Rogers.
Regens' theory emphasiaes that belors humanistic lsarning can be
toslitaten, he feliowing thres conditions must b presunt:

(1) resiness or genuineness; (2) prizing, SCCEPIaNCS, rust; and

Pumanistic faciitalive conditiens can help motivate, reduce discipline
prebiema, improve sell-concept, develop personal growth, and make
lwarning more relevant for the students.

A doscription of Rogers’ humanistic methodologies and sirategies -
s presentad to provide the teacher with the necessary knowiedge of
how this theory may be pre~ticed in the English classroom.
FacBative teaching, centr 2ting, and group process se discuased ot

methodologies that can be effectively used to heip achiave Rogers'
goals of education, Although specific activities are
in this dissertation, they serve only to give the facilitator an
idea of what may be used to help achieve a humanistic approach %
. This dissertalion is an atiempt 10 bring about a ha/mony of
hmenistic theory and practical application.




INVESTIGATING THE EFFECTS OF “SPECIALLY" DESIGNED
LANGUAGE ARTS MODULES ON THE ACHIEVEMENT AND
ATTITUDES OF INNER-CITY STUNENTS

Order No. DA8510840
Van Travis, inene Granam, Pu.D. Union for Experimanting
Colleges/U. Without Waiis and Union Grad. Sch., 1982. 176pp.

The purpose of this investigation was to determine whether
significant differences eristed among students receiving instruction
from "specislly” designed modules and students receiving a regular
instructionsl program. Bloum (1978) has noted that closely aligned
with the principle of curriculum construction is the development of
effective instructional and classroom management styles.

One of the most widely employed methods of mastery learning has
besn Bloom's Learning for Mastery. His model made use of existing
Curricula. This writer combined ideas from Mastery Leaming, leaming
theories, research, and her own practical experiences into an
instructional program (Language Arts Modules). Curricula
appropriate for tha low income youngster seemed to ba an area of
high imerest to curriculum strategists and educational planners in
general. Previous research on curriculum has generally reflected
concem with survival and coping skills in the world today.

Expectations. Two expectations were examined in this study:

(1) Students taught with the Language Arts Moduiss would show
reater improvement in vocabulary, comprehension and wriling skitls
a8 measured by standardized and informel teets. (2) Students taught

with the Language Arts Moduies would exhibit a more positve aWiude

ftowerd lsaming and achool than students not exposed 1o the
restment as measured by pre/post-atitudinal tests, attendance
records and discipling records.

Treatment Groups. One hundrad and thirty-two ninth graders with

a percantile rank of one through twenty-five on the vocabulary sublest

of the California Achievement Tests, and reading grade five or below
on an informal Reading Inventory were assigned to experimental and
conivol groups. The exper'mental group was instructed with specially
designed language arts mogulzs. These modules were designed to
enhance vocabuilary, comprehension, speaking, writing proficiency,
and 10 stimulate positive attitudes toward lsarning. The control group
wes inafructed in a more traditional style using textbooks for Directed
Reading Activities and utilizing some practice exe-cises similar o
those ueed in the experimental groups. Both groups were pre- and
post-tested with standardized and informal tests on their
competencies and attitudes.

Aesuits. Significant ditferences at the 0.05 and 0.01 level of

were located by the experimental group in three

aschisvement 2reas: vocabulary, and study skills.
(Abstract shortened with permissior: of author.)

USE OF FEEDBACK ON MICROCOMPUTERS TO TEACH

SPELLING IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OrderNo. DA8S09457

VaAnnaGEN, Stancey Josesu, Pu.D. University of Caiilornia, Santa
Barbara, 1984. 252pp. Chairman: Michael M. Gerber

This study examined the use of feedback with spelling instruction
on microcomputers in an intact classroom. Three fesdback
conditions were deveioped to supplement microcomputer spelling
instruction. The nonimitation-dalayed feedback condltion was similar
to typical, existing microcomputer spalling programs. When an error
wis made, the student was shown only the correct spslling. The
imikation-oalayed fesdback condition was a computerized version of
Ksuffman, Hallzhan, Haas, Brame, & Boren's (1978) method where
the student was first shown his or her incorrect spelling followed by
the correct speling. The imitation-immediate leedbeck condition,

dovelepad apecifically for this study, previded fesdback as soon 8 sn

m‘pmwMNmMnmum.

An intact combination fitth and sixth grade elementary class of
twenty-eight students was used for the study. Spelling tesls were
given in the claus on a weekly basis. During the nine week study, sach
student received two spelling sessions each week on the class’s
Apple Il + microcomputer. Over the entire study, each student
received all three types of feedback, each for a three week "treatment
block”. Performance data was collected from weekly spelling test
scores, from spelling maintenance (review) test scores of the three
previous weekly spelfing lists, from three attitude surveys, from
mécrocomputer collected data, and other observation and interview
data.

The results only found a significant difference in the feedback
congitions on the maintenance test data which was not strong
enough to allow major conclusions to be made. However, a notable
effect of practice on the microcomputer, regardless of conditioi. was
found. Weekiy spelling scores improved at the start of the study,
remained steady through the middie of the study, bui declined during
the last phase and after compietion. When attitude, which showed a
similar declining trend, was covaried out, the trend lost its statistical
significance. it became clear that the limited understanding of both
the classroom environment and the student’s use of the computer
limits conclusons shout the effects of the different types of feedback
on spelling instruction and therefore further research is n* «ded.
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